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The Columbia City Council will conduct a Work Session on Tuesday, August 5, 2025 
at 12:00 p.m. at City Hall (Council Chambers), 1737 Main Street, Third Floor, 
Columbia, SC 29201. The meeting can be viewed online at www.columbiasc.gov. 

Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (803)545-3045 or cityclerk@columbiasc.gov 
if you have questions regarding the meeting. 

 
The Honorable Daniel J. Rickenmann, Mayor 

The Honorable Edward H. McDowell, Jr., District II  The Honorable William Brennan, District III 

The Honorable Aditi Bussells, At-Large  The Honorable Tina N. Herbert, District I 

The Honorable Peter M. Brown, District IV  The Honorable Tyler D. Bailey, At-Large 

 
Prior to entering the meeting, please silence all electronic communication devices. All presenters are asked to 

speak directly into the microphone for recording purposes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Receipt of legal advice relating to matters covered by attorney-client 
privilege pursuant to S.C. Code §30-4-70(a)(2)  

 Short-Term Rentals 

 Front Yard Parking 

CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION AT 1:00 P.M. 

2. Amending Short-Term Rental Regulations - Mr. David Hatcher, Director of 
Code Enforcement and Ms. Jessica Kinard, Senior Assistant City Attorney  

PUBLIC INPUT 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

3. Receipt of legal advice relating to a pending, threatened or potential claim 
pursuant to S.C. Code §30-4-70(a)(2)  

 Alissa Burch v. City of Columbia 

 Tanya Johnson v. City of Columbia 

 James Johnson v. City of Columbia 

 Shanteachia Quattlebaum v. City of Columbia 

 Jacquelyn Davis v. City of Columbia 

 Kozat M. Martin and Quinton D. Burr v. City of Columbia 

 Smith v. City of Columbia 

http://www.columbiasc.gov/
mailto:cityclerk@columbiasc.gov
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4. Discussion of the employment of an employee pursuant to S.C. Code §30-4-
70(a)(1)  

 Public Relations, Media and Marketing Department 

ADJOURNMENT 
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MEETING DATE: August 5, 2025 
 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 
 

FROM: Erika Hammond, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Receipt of legal advice relating to matters covered 

by attorney-client privilege pursuant to S.C. Code 
§30-4-70(a)(2) 

PURPOSE: 

Short-Term Rentals 

Front Yard Parking 

FUNDING SOURCE & 

ORIGINAL BUDGET: 
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MEETING DATE: August 5, 2025 
 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 
 

FROM: Erika Hammond, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Amending Short-Term Rental Regulations - Mr. 

David Hatcher, Director of Code Enforcement and 
Ms. Jessica Kinard, Senior Assistant City Attorney 

 

REQUISITION NO.: 2025-064 

 
  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 2025-064 - STR Ord Update v3 (PDF) 

 Ashish Chauhan Email (TXT) 

FUNDING SOURCE & 
ORIGINAL BUDGET: 
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Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 5, 
Buildings and Building Regulations, Article IX, Short-term rental regulations 

  WHEREAS,

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

 Chapter 5, Buildings 
and Building Regulations, Article IX, Short-term rental regulations 

Citation

Dwelling unit

Guest
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Owner-occupied

Non-owner-occupied

Residential district

Responsible local representative

Short-term rental (STR)

Determination of short-term rental offering

Business license required

Code compliance required
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Safety inspection

Records required

Contact

Permits are non-transferrable

Minimum guest's age

Minimum stay duration

Permit number in advertisement

House manual

Parking spaces required
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Maximum occupancy

Identity verification

Neighbor notification

Local guest screening
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I hope this message finds you well. I appreciate the ongoing efforts by the City of 
Columbia leadership in thoughtfully developing regulations around short-term rentals
(STRs). I wanted to take a moment to share a few suggestions and considerations 
based on practices adopted in other cities, with the hope that they may help shape a
balanced and effective policy.

1. Occupancy Limits - Consider 3 Persons Per Bedroom

I understand that the proposed rule limits occupancy to 2 persons per bedroom. I 
respectfully request that you consider increasing this to 3 persons per bedroom, 
which is consistent with what many cities across the U.S. allow. For example:

Houston, TX allows up to 3 persons per bedroom under general housing code.
Link: 
<https://library.municode.com/tx/houston/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH10BU
CO_ARTXIISACO_DIV1GE_S10-371GE>

Austin, TX has permitted similar standards in certain zoning contexts.
Link: 
<https://www.austintexas.gov/faq/what-maximum-number-unrelated-adults-may-live-singl
e-family-zoned-home>

Las Vegas, NV and other municipalities also reference 3 per bedroom as an accepted 
guideline.

The reason I'm suggesting this adjustment is because many short-term rental guests 
are families, including those with infants or small children. In these cases, we 
often provide a crib in the bedroom to accommodate a baby. While babies don't take 
up much space, they are still counted as individuals staying in the home. Allowing 
three persons per bedroom would make the regulation more practical and 
family-friendly, especially for hosts who cater to parents traveling with young 
children.

If the City prefers not to move to a 3-person-per-bedroom rule, I'd also suggest an 
alternative approach.

2. Inclusion of Living Room as Sleeping Area

Many cities, such as San Antonio, allow sleeping space calculations to include 
common areas like living rooms, especially if they contain sleeper sofas or 
designated bedding spaces. This offers flexibility without overcrowding.
Reference:

San Antonio Property Maintenance Code - Page 34, Section 404
Link: <https://docsonline.sanantonio.gov/FileUploads/dsd/Chapter6-BuildingsCode.pdf>

3. Noise Monitoring and Quiet Hours Enforcement

To address community concerns around noise, I would like to recommend that the City 
consider requiring STR operators to install noise monitoring devices, such as Minut 
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sensors. These devices help monitor decibel levels and notify the host when noise 
exceeds certain thresholds.

Additionally, enforcing quiet hours from 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. citywide for STRs 
can further preserve neighborhood peace while allowing responsible STR operations.

This approach is being adopted in several cities like:

Denver, CO: 
<https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Excise-and-Licens
es/Short-Term-Rentals>

San Diego, CA: <https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer/short-term-residential-occupancy>

Palm Springs, CA: 
<https://www.palmspringsca.gov/government/departments/special-programs-vacation-rent
als>

Thank you again for your time, transparency, and dedication to crafting thoughtful 
policy. I would be happy to provide further research or clarification on any of the 
above items.
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MEETING DATE: August 5, 2025 
 

DEPARTMENT: Legal Department 
 

FROM: Teresa Knox, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: Receipt of legal advice relating to a pending, 

threatened or potential claim pursuant to S.C. Code 
§30-4-70(a)(2) 

PURPOSE: 

 Alissa Burch v. City of Columbia 

 Tanya Johnson v. City of Columbia 

 James Johnson v. City of Columbia 

 Shanteachia Quattlebaum v. City of Columbia 

 Jacquelyn Davis v. City of Columbia 

 Kozat M. Martin and Quinton D. Burr v. City of Columbia 

 Smith v. City of Columbia 

FUNDING SOURCE & 

ORIGINAL BUDGET: 
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MEETING DATE: August 5, 2025 
 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 
 

FROM: Erika Hammond, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion of the employment of an employee 

pursuant to S.C. Code §30-4-70(a)(1) 

PURPOSE: 

Public Relations, Media and Marketing Department 

FUNDING SOURCE & 
ORIGINAL BUDGET: 
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