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The Columbia City Council will conduct a Special Called Meeting on Tuesday, August 13, 2024 

at 2:30 p.m. at City Hall (Mayor's Conference Room), 1737 Main Street, Second Floor, 

Columbia, SC 29201. The meeting can be viewed online at www.columbiasc.gov. Please contact 

the City Clerk’s Office at (803)545-3045 or cityclerk@columbiasc.gov if you have questions 

regarding the meeting. 
 

The Honorable Daniel J. Rickenmann, Mayor 

The Honorable Edward H. McDowell, Jr., District II  The Honorable William Brennan, District III  

The Honorable Aditi Bussells, At-Large  The Honorable Tina N. Herbert, District I 

The Honorable Peter M. Brown, District IV  The Honorable Tyler D. Bailey, At-Large 

 

Prior to entering the meeting please turn all electronic communication devices to the silent, vibrate or off 

position. All presenters are asked to speak directly into the microphone for recording purposes.  
 

CALLL TO ORDER 

ORDINANCE - FIRST READING 

1. Ordinance No.:  2024-071 - Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 12, Motor Vehicles and Traffic to add Article V, Golf 

Carts  

ADJOURNMENT 

http://www.columbiasc.gov/
mailto:cityclerk@columbiasc.gov
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MEETING DATE: August 13, 2024 

 
DEPARTMENT: Legal Department 

 
FROM: Teresa Knox, City Attorney 

 
SUBJECT: Ordinance No.:  2024-071 - Amending the 1998 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, 
South Carolina, Chapter 12, Motor Vehicles and 

Traffic to add Article V, Golf Carts 

 

FOCUS AREAS: Planning Together 
 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 2024-071 - Amend Chapter 12, Article V (PDF) 

FUNDING SOURCE & 

ORIGINAL BUDGET: 

 

1

Packet Pg. 2



- --- - ------ - - - - -- - ~ 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2024-071 

Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 12, Motor 
Vehicles and Traffic to add Article V, Golf Carts 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council th is day of , 2024, that 
the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 12, Motor Vehicles and 
Traffic is amended to add Article V, Golf Carts to read as follows: 

ARTICLE V. - GOLF CARTS 

Sec. 12-151. The operation of golf carts regulated. 

City council hereby makes the following findings of fact: 

(a) Golf carts are, by their design and nature, slow moving and pose a potential danger for 
those using the vehicles and the streets; and 

(b) Golf carts, specifically, have become a safety concern, especia lly when used as a vehicle 
for hire as they have heretofore been unregulated, unlicensed, and operating illegally under 
both State and city law; and 

(c) The unregulated operation of golf carts on the streets of the c ity is and would continue to 
be detrimental to the safety of the public; and 

(d) It is in the public interest, and for the public safety and welfare, that the streets in the c ity 
and the users thereof be protected from unregulated vehicles that hinder travel or pose 
dangers or distractions that give rise to accidents and inconvenience; and 

(e) City counc il further finds. for the same reasons, that golf carts used as vehicles for hire or 
ride shares in the city would not be in the public interest; and 

CD City council further finds that special legislation, to the extent it is enforceable, does not 
apply to golf carts that are used as a public conveyance and/or vehicle for hire, which the 
c ity has authori ty to regulate as a matter of public health and safety. 

Sec. 12-152. Defin ition. 

Charitable contribution shall be defined as a voluntary gift or donation to an organization or 
individual, given without the expectation of receiving anything of equal value. 

For hire sha ll mean on a pay-per-ride basis, for charitable donations, or for tips. It is the intention 
of Counci I to prevent the use of these vehicles as a form of taxi or ride share service. 

Golf carts shall be defined as a four-wheeled motor vehicle, other than an all-terrain vehic le, whose 
speed attainable in one mi le is more than twenty miles an hour and not more than twenty-five miles an hour 
on a paved level surface. and whose gross vehicle we ight rating (GYWR) is less than three thousand pounds. 
This is regardless of the type of fuel or power source, number of seats, or any other complicating factor. 

lJst r•vtsed . &/12/2024 
24022671 
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Tips shall be defined as discretionary (optional or extra) payments determined by a customer that 
employees receive from customers. Tips inc lude cash tips received directly from customers or tips from 
customers who leave a tip through electronic settlement or payment. 

Sec. 12-153. Use as a vehicle for hire prohibited. 

The operation of golf carts as vehicles for hire is strictly prohibited. Use of golf carts as a form of 
taxi or rideshare is against the public interest as it is detrimental to the safety of the public. 

Sec. 12-154. Operational requirements specific to golf carts. 

(a) Operational requirements. 

(I) During daylight hours only, a permitted golf cart may be operated within four miles of the 
address on the registration certificate and only on a secondary highway or street for which 
the posted speed limit is 35 miles an hour or less. 

(2) During daylight hours only, a permitted golf cart may be operated within four miles of a 
point of ingress and egress to a gated community and only on a secondary highway or street 
for which the posted speed limit is 35 miles an hour or less. 

(3) During daylight hours only, within four miles of the registration holder's address, and while 
travel ing along a secondary highway or street for which the posted speed limit is 35 miles 
an hour or less, a pennitted golf cart may cross a highway or street at an intersection where 
the highway has a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles an hour. 

( 4) A person operating a permitted golf cart must be at least 16 years of age and hold a valid 
driver's license. The operator of a permitted golf cart being operated on a highway or street 
must have in his possession: 

1. the registration certificate issued by the state; 

11. proof ofliability insurance for the golf cart: an 

111. his driver's license. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any operator of a golf cart to travel more than four miles from the 
address of registration of the owner. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of 16 to operate a golf cart on public 
roads. 

(d) It shall be unlawful to operate a golf cart without a driver's license in immediate possession. 

(e) It shall be unlawful for golf cart operators to operate with more than one golf cart per lane. 

CO It shall be unlawful to ride upon a golf cart other than upon a pennanent and regular seat. 

(g) It shall be unlawful for a golf cart operator or passenger to travel in a golf cart with any 
person's body parts outside the interior of the golf cart. 

lut revt-.ed: 1/12/1024 
24022571 
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(h) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a golf cart before sunrise or after sundown. 

( i) It shall be unlawful for the operator to allow over-occupancy on the golf cart. It shall be 
unlawful for to sit anywhere except upon a seat. 

(j) Golf cart operations are subject to further restrictions during special events and 
extraordinary events. 

Sec. 12-155. Jurisdiction, enforcement, and penalties. 

( I) A violation of this division is hereby declared to be a criminal offense. 

(2) Each violation shall be considered a separate incident. 

(3) 1t sha ll be unlawful for a golf cart operator to operate the conveyance in any of the prohibited 
ways and, when found in violation, may be charged with a misdemeanor by way of Uniform 
Traffic T icket, ordinance summons or warrant and, upon conviction, must be fined not more 
than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days. 

(4) The city, in addit ion to or in lieu of assess ing or collecting a crimina l penalty, may peti tion the 
counc il or its designee by written request for seizure of the vehicle or vehicles used in violation 
of these sections. Such request must state the reasons for petition of se izure and be fil ed with 
the city manager or her designee. The same must be served upon the owner and/or operator of 
such vehicles within five days of fi li ng by mail or personal service. 

liSt revtsed· 8/U/2024 
24022671 

a . A hearing on a petition for seizure shall be held by the counc il or its designee within ten 
business days after receipt of a petition for seizure. The hearing shall be he ld upon written 
notice at a regular or specia l meeting of the council, or, if by designee of the council. at a 
hearing to be scheduled by the designee. The hearing may be continued to another date by 
agreement of all parties. At the hearing, a ll parties shall have the right to be represented by 
counsel, to present testimony and evidence, and to cross-examine witnesses. The 
proceedings shall be recorded and transcribed at the expense of the party so requesting. 
The rules of evidence and procedure prescribed by council or its designee shall govern the 
hearing. Following the hearing, the counc il, by majority vote of its members present, or the 
designee of council if the hearing is he ld by the designee, shall render a written decis ion 
based on find ings of fact and conclus ions on application of the standards herein. The 
written decision shall be served, by personal service or by mail, upon a ll parties or the ir 
representatives and shall constitute the final decision of the municipality. 

b. Timely appeal of a decision of counci l or its designee does not effectuate a stay of that 
decision. The decision of the counc il or its designee sha ll be binding and enforceable unless 
overturned by an applicable appellate court after a due and timely appea l. 
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Requested by: 

Mayor R ickenmann 

Approved by: 

C ity Manager 

Approved as to form: ... 

Introduced: 
Fi na l Reading: 

lui revls.ed: 1/12/2021. 
24022671 

Mayor 

ATIEST: 

City Clerk 
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