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Arts, Historic Preservation and Philanthropy Committee Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 3:00 PM 
City Hall, Mayor's Conference Room 

1737 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Columbia, SC 29201 
City Clerk’s Office: (803)545-3045 or email cityclerk@columbiasc.gov 

The Honorable Tyler D. Bailey, At-Large, Chair 
The Honorable Edward H. McDowell Jr., District II • The Honorable Tina N. Herbert, District I 
 

Call to Order 

Committee Discussion 

1. Vista Guild Senate Street Public Art Project — Ms. Abby Anderson, Executive 
Director / Congaree Vista Guild 

Adjournment 
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Meeting Date: August 18, 2026 

Department: City Clerk’s Office 

From: Erika Hammond, City Clerk  
 

Vista Guild Senate Street Public Art Project — Ms. Abby Anderson, Executive 
Director / Congaree Vista Guild    

Background Summary:   

Attachments: 
1.   Vista Public Art Placement Application- Senate Street 
2.   Vista Public Art Placement Plan for Zone 02 Site 01 Senate Street 
3.   One Columbia Endorsement for Senate Street Median Sculpture 
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Map Location

12 Congaree Vista Guild: Public Art Placement Plan

Site Photo

Installation Considerations

Description

Description

Description

Aerial Photo: Old Washington Street Bridge

Description
The median on Senate Street between 
Park and Lincoln Street plays host to 
several existing sculptural installa-
tions. However, plenty of room remains 
for additional installations in this high-
ly-trafficked area of the Vista. 

Parameters
The grassed area of the median is 
approximately 40’ wide with trees 
planted along each edge. Pedestri-
an access is easily gained via cross-
walks at each end of the block. More-
over, the brick paver edging provides 
a convenient pedestrian path along 
each edge. If pedestrian safety is a 
concern, organic pathways of a vari-
ety of materials may be introduced in 
the interior of the median. This would 
remove pedestrians farther away 
from automobile traffic while protect-
ing the lawn. 

Installations
Sculptures in a variety of sizes are per-
fectly suited for the Senate Street Me-
dian. A pertinent case study exists in 
downtown Indianapolis, Indiana where 
the White River State Park converted 
the old Washington Street Bridge into 
a mixed-use path on both edges, with 
a grassed median that is populated 
with dozens of sculptural installations. 
Additional considerations include:

	» General Sculpture
	» Photo Opp Sculpture
	» Interactive Installations
	» Musical Instruments
	» Etc.

Senate Street Median

Zone 2

Site
01

Regularly Spaced Sculpture

White River State Park Interactive Sculpture
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One Columbia for Arts and Culture  
1013 Duke Ave., Columbia, SC 29203 

803-254-5008 
www.onecolumbiasc.com 

Arts, Historic Preservation, and Philanthropy Committee 
City of Columbia 
1737 Main St. 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
Re: Congaree Vista Guild’s Senate Street Median Sculpture Project 
 

Dear Councilman Bailey , 

I am writing on behalf of One Columbia for Arts and Culture to express our enthusiastic support for 
the Congaree Vista Guild’s proposed Senate Street Median Public Art Sculpture Project. The 
proposed sculpture, located in the median in the 900 block of Senate Street, offers an exciting 
opportunity to enhance a highly visible gateway within the Congaree Vista through a colorful, site-
specific work of art. We believe public art plays an important role in creating vibrant, welcoming, 
and memorable communities while strengthening Columbia’s cultural identity and supporting 
artists. 

As part of our review of the project, I have spoken with the City of Columbia’s Public Works 
Department regarding the suitability of the proposed site for a public art installation. We are also 
including a site plan with this letter to provide additional information about the proposed location 
and placement of the sculpture. The project will complement continued investment in the 
Congaree Vista and surrounding downtown Columbia while enhancing the experience of residents 
and visitors. 

One Columbia fully supports the Congaree Vista Guild’s Senate Street Median Public Art Sculpture 
Project and is pleased to endorse its development. We believe this project represents a valuable 
investment in Columbia’s public spaces and cultural landscape, and we look forward to seeing the 
positive impact it can have on the community. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela Zeljak 
Public Art Administrator 
One Columbia for Arts and Culture 
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