
 

COLUMBIA ENVIRONMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AGENDA 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021 
 

 

Page 1 of 1 

 

The Columbia Environment and Infrastructure Committee will conduct a meeting on Tuesday, 

April 20, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. using video conferencing technology. The meeting will be streamed 

online at www.columbiasc.gov.  
 

The Honorable Tameika Isaac Devine, Chair 

The Honorable Daniel J. Rickenmann and The Honorable William Brennan 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

1. Columbia’s Climate Protection Action Committee Quarterly Update - Ms. Mary Pat 

Baldauf, Sustainability Administrator for the Public Works Department and Dr. Lori A. 

Ziolkowski, CPAC Chair  

ADJOURNMENT 



Dr. Lori Z(iolkowski) - chair of CPAC                                                                                                        email: loriz@sc.edu

Columbia’s  
Climate Protection Action 
Committee (CPAC)
April 2021 update

Prepared for the City of Columbia Environment and Infrastructure committee meeting April 20th, 2021.

In this update: 
- Energy events past + future (6/17/21) 

- Energy labeling update 
- Dominion update - Q for you 

   Next time   -  Ready for 100 consultant’s report  
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Adapt to climate changeReduce greenhouse 

gas emissions

Reduce energy usage Change how we 
generate electricity

Outreach on incentive 
and loan programs

Energy labelling for 

real estate & rentals

Energy consultant (via 
Sierra Club) to advise 

on Ready for 100

Help keep more

 citizens cool

Use heat vulnerability to 
guide tree planting

Prepare for more 

extreme heat

To recap from Feb 2021

Current CPAC efforts

Work with 

Dominion (& PSC)


 to source renewables
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 Energy 101 event report
Goal: education on lowering energy costs and 
programs to improve home energy efficiency. 

Streamed via the city’s Youtube account

22 live guests

108 views as of April 14th


Expert guests: 
Margaret Gibson, Dir of Community Services

Wateree Community Actions


Natasha Pauling, Resource Development & Public information officer

South Carolina Associate of Community Action Partnerships


Christina Freeman & Gerald Freeman 

Dominion Energy


Samuel Bass and James Hillian

Chesterfield Marlboro Economic Opportunity Council


Takisha Waller

SC Office of Regulatory Staff


Thank you to city staff Mary Pat Baldauf and Justin Stevens their help!

Next event: June 17th! Topic: Keeping it Cool in Columbia! Details forthcoming 
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City of Columbia 

Community wide greenhouse gas emissions

waste
7%

residential buildings
16%

commercial buildings
46%

transportation
31%

Note: this does not include goods, food, etc

From the SC state energy office

Energy labelling project
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Housing data: columbiacompass.org Ch4

Energy burden data: DOE via ususa.org

In Columbia:   There are more renters than owners. High energy burden in SC. 
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http://columbiacompass.org
http://ususa.org


This work is in partnership with the SC State Energy Office. 

Next steps: 
a) meeting with Missouri’s Energy office (4/20 afternoon) 
b) Find a pilot community in COLA to voluntarily participate 

in this program 
c) Work voluntary rollout 

Energy labelling project
1.a
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Work with 

Dominion (& PSC)


 to source renewables

Energy Freedom Act

City of Greenville 

intervened at PSC

Duke’s proposed 

Green Source 

Advantage
150 MW generation cap

Duke’s amended 

Green Source 

Advantage
200 MW generation cap


25 MW carve out for cities

10 MW carve out for unis

Allows 3rd parties 

to generate via renewables

???Dominion’s voluntary 
renewable offering

135 MW generation cap

No carve out for cities or unis.


Unclear if fee structure is similar to GSA

Pause…working on a different angle 
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Work with 

Dominion (& PSC)


 to source renewables

- Dominion is open to working out custom deals for customers 

- two avenues for custom deal

1) local coalition in the midlands between the city, uni, and county 
using large project in the queue

2) renegotiating the franchise agreement

- Goals: 100% carbon neutrality by 2036 + rate neutrality 

- Question: how much will Dominion do by 2036? How much does 
the city need to do?

- What is our baseline starting point?

- What are the growth projections by 2036 according to their IRP?
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Work with 

Dominion (& PSC)


 to source renewables

Recommendation:


Work on a custom deal with Dominion for a large scale solar 
development (~70MW) in partnership with the uni and the county.


Pros: more entities to increase the size, which reduces the risk; 
facilities community partnership between city, uni, and county.  Helps 
with electrifying transit


Cons: relies on Dominion, not a legal route per se


Considerations: EV charging, EV transit?, grid to vehicle storage

Next steps? 

Council: reach out to uni + county


Clint: continue convo with Dominion


Dr Z: training in renewable procurement
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Develop a community wide

 climate action plan that we can 


use to measure progress

 and engage with the public.

Longer term goals:

Provide framework for and 
make progress towards 

zero carbon emissions 


community wide by 2036
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Question for you:  

how can we most effectively work together?
CPAC and federal efforts have shifted dramatically over last year


We are forging new territory.


How can we make the most of limited resources (time, $, people)?

In this update: 
- Energy events past + future (6/17/21) 

- Energy labeling update 
- Dominion update - Q for you 

   Next time   -  Ready for 100 consultant’s report  

Thanks

loriz@sc.edu

1.a

Packet Pg. 13

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

P
A

C
 A

p
ri

l2
02

1 
U

p
d

at
e 

 (
66

19
 :

 C
P

A
C

 Q
u

ar
te

rl
y 

U
p

d
at

e)

mailto:loriz@sc.edu
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