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The Columbia Administrative Policy Committee will conduct a meeting on Tuesday, September 

26, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall (Mayor's Conference Room), 1737 Main Street, 2nd Floor, 

Columbia, SC 29201. Members of the public may view the meeting online at 

www.columbiasc.gov. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (803)545-3045 or 

cityclerk@columbiasc.gov if you have questions regarding the meeting. 
 

The Honorable Edward H. McDowell, Jr., Chair 

The Honorable Aditi Bussells, At-Large  The Honorable Peter M. Brown, District IV 

 

Prior to entering the meeting please turn all electronic communication devices to the silent, vibrate or off 

position. All presenters are asked to speak directly into the microphone for recording purposes.  

CALL TO ORDER 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

1. Tenant’s Bill of Rights and Responsibilities - The Honorable Edward H. McDowell, Jr.  

2. Honorary Renaming of Streets, Facilities and Sites - The Honorable Edward H. 

McDowell, Jr.  

 Moratorium on Renamings 

 Exterior signage opportunities for the Leroy Moss Multipurpose Center at Hyatt Park 

 Naming the Earlewood Community Center after Virginia Lee Bedford 

 Sara Nance Cultural Resource Center  

ADJOURNMENT 

http://www.columbiasc.gov/
mailto:cityclerk@columbiasc.gov
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MEETING DATE: September 26, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

 

FROM: Erika Hammond, City Clerk 

 

SUBJECT: Tenant’s Bill of Rights and Responsibilities - The Honorable 

Edward H. McDowell, Jr. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Ordinance Landlord Tenant Notice (DOCX) 

 

 
HISTORY: 

08/22/23 Administrative Policy Committee MEETING CANCELLED 

 Next: 09/26/23 

FUNDING SOURCE & 

ORIGINAL BUDGET: 

 

1

Packet Pg. 2



 

Last revised:  3/1/2023 
23016071 

ORDINANCE NO.:  2023-XXX 

 

Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 5, 

Buildings and Buildings Regulations, Article VIII, Rental Housing Regulations to add Section 5-

344 Tenant’s Bill of Rights and Responsibilities  

 
WHEREAS, City Council finds that there is a growing demand for affordable rental units; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the availability of safe and affordable rental housing is an essential 

component of a vital community; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council finds that protecting residential tenants from unfair and illegal 

rental practices is important to this vital community; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to adopt a Tenant’s Bill of Rights and Responsibilities 

in order to increase awareness and provide guidance to tenants regarding the availability of 

community resources, therefore 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbia, South 

Carolina this ___  day of  ______________, 2023, that the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 5 is hereby amended by adding Section 5-344 to Article 

VIII to read as follows: 

 

 

Sec. 5-344. Tenant’s Bill of Rights and Responsibilities; Notice. 

 

(a) No Person or Landlord shall allow a Tenant to apply to rent, or in instances where no 

application is required, to occupy, a Dwelling Unit under said Person’s or Landlord’s 

control or authority without first providing the Tenant with a copy of the Notice of Rights 

and Responsibilities as provided for herein. 

 

(b) For existing Tenants already occupying a Dwelling Unit as of the date of enactment of 

this Section, the Notice of Rights and Responsibilities shall be provided prior to the 

commencement of a new rental term. For Tenants with rental terms of 30 days or less, the 

Notice of Rights and Responsibilities shall be provided prior to initial commencement of 

the rental term and thereafter no less than once per year. Notices are not required for short 

term rentals with non-recurring rental terms of 30 days or less, as may be defined in this 

Code. 

 

(c) City Council shall prescribe the contents of the Notice of Rights and Responsibilities by 

resolution, but it shall generally include information on Tenants’ rights under state and 

local law and contact information for organizations available to provide assistance to 

Tenants. 

 

1.a

Packet Pg. 3

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 L
an

d
lo

rd
 T

en
an

t 
N

o
ti

ce
  (

87
11

 :
 T

en
an

t’
s 

B
ill

 o
f 

R
ig

h
ts

 a
n

d
 R

es
p

o
n

si
b

ili
ti

es
)



 

Last revised:  3/1/2023 
23016071 

(d) There shall be a rebuttable presumption that a Person or Landlord has complied with 

this Section if the Person or Landlord can provide a written, dated and signed affirmation 

from the Tenant stating that the Tenant has received the Notice of Rights and 

Responsibilities. The signed affirmation shall be retained for at least one year after the 

Tenant vacates the Dwelling Unit. 

 

(e) For Persons or Landlords owning or managing more than 25 dwelling units, the Notice 

required by this Section shall be posted in a conspicuous location within each dwelling unit 

in addition to the copy provided in person.     

 

 

Sec. 5-345. Jurisdiction, enforcement and penalties. 

 

(a) An infraction of this Section is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. 

 

(b) A Person or Landlord who fails to comply with the provisions of this Section shall by 

guilty of an infraction.  

 

(c) For a Person or Landlord’s first violation of this Section, the City of Columbia’s Code 

Enforcement division shall have the discretion to provide a reasonable time period, not to 

exceed 30 days, within which the Person or Landlord must correct the infraction. 

 

(d) No penalties shall be assessed for conduct violating this Section occurring prior to 

[insert effective date]. 

 

(e) Each infraction shall be punishable by a civil penalty of $100.00.  The City shall serve a 

uniform ordinance summons upon the infractor.  

 

(1) The City, in addition to or in lieu of assessing or collecting a civil penalty, may 

institute a civil action in the circuit court in the county in which the infraction 

occurred seeking (i) a mandatory injunction requiring compliance with this 

division, (ii) a declaration that the infraction is a public nuisance and an order 

requiring abatement of the public nuisance, or (iii) for any other remedy 

permitted by law.   

(2) Three or more infractions occurring within a six-month period subject to this 

Section shall be deemed to be a nuisance related to the business.   

 

(f) This Section does not create any private causes of action and may only be enforced as 

provided herein. 

 

(g) Appeals.  The filing of an appeal shall not act as a stay of the City’s right to institute any 

civil action as described above.   

 

(h) Each day and Dwelling Unit shall be considered a separate and distinct infraction.   
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Requested by: 

 

Councilman McDowell                     ____                 ________________________________ 

                                   Mayor    

Approved by: 

 

_________________________________ 

City Manager                       

 

Approved as to form:     ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________  ________________________________ 

City Attorney      City Clerk 

 

Introduced:   

Final Reading:  
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MEETING DATE: September 26, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

 

FROM: Erika Hammond, City Clerk 

 

SUBJECT: Honorary Renaming of Streets, Facilities and Sites - The 

Honorable Edward H. McDowell, Jr. 

PURPOSE: 

Moratorium on Renamings 

Exterior signage opportunities for the Leroy Moss Multipurpose Center at Hyatt Park 

Naming the Earlewood Community Center after Virginia Lee Bedford 

Sara Nance Cultural Resource Center  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Resolution_2017_052_Honorary Street Naming Policy (PDF) 

FUNDING SOURCE & 

ORIGINAL BUDGET: 

 

2
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